
 

 1 

 
Preface 
 
The General Synod is the copyright holder for most liturgical texts authorized for use within the 
Anglican Church of Canada. The only exceptions are where the General Synod has permission to 
reprint or to digitally publish liturgical texts whose copyrights are held by other publishers or 
authors. All General Synod-authorized liturgical texts are published on 
https://www.anglican.ca/about/liturgicaltexts/ under two categories:  
 

• Anglican Liturgy Library (ALL) - These texts were published by Anglican Book Centre 
(ABC) Publishing, originally as books, prior to 2004. The License Agreement of the 
digital resources within the Anglican Liturgical Library (ALL) can be found 
on https://www.anglican.ca/about/departments/cir/digital-resources/. These resources 
are available for non-commercial use by Anglican parishes, dioceses, religious orders 
and other official entities of The Anglican Church of Canada, with simple 
acknowledgement of the source and copyright provision.  
 
For example, items sourced from The Book of Alternative Services are to be 
acknowledged:  

From The Book of Alternative Services ãThe General Synod of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, 1985. Used with permission.  
 

• Digital Liturgical Library - These liturgical texts were developed after 2004 on 
https://www.anglican.ca/about/liturgicaltexts/. They are digital resources that are only 
available on this website, and have not been commercially circulated in hard copies. 
Some of these resources may include material whose primary copyright is held 
elsewhere. Where that is the case, you will find notice of those permissions in the 
Introductions and Acknowledgements sections of that resource.  

 
Copyright Considerations for Liturgical Texts 
  
With churches suspending in-person worship during the COVID-19 pandemic, the General 
Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada is aware that clergy and lay leaders are connecting 
with their congregations virtually. As usual, reproduction of texts requires acknowledgement of 
the original copyright holder and permission granted.  
 
You may reproduce texts (in whole or part) from the Anglican Liturgical Library (ALL) and from 
the Digital Liturgical Library to create digital church bulletins, service booklets or other digital  
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materials to use in virtual worship during this COVID-19 pandemic period; in the same way that 
you would produce printed service booklets and projected displays.  
 
There shall be no further reproduction of any text from the ALL - outside of the terms already 
stipulated in the License Agreement - without authorization from the General Synod of the 
Anglican Church of Canada.  
  
Suggested guide list:  

• For resources published after 2004, check the copyright notices and terms for 
reproduction. These include most recently authorized resources such as Pray Without 
Ceasing: Morning and Evening Prayer (for all seasons and for Ordinary Time) and the 
Alternative Collects for the Revised Common Lectionary; each of which includes material 
whose copyright is held by other sources.  

• Obtain permissions for the copyrighted material(s). 
• If you alter the text in any way, you must include a notice that indicates that the text has 

been altered, and by whom.  
• Follow all stipulations dictated by external copyright holders for the use of their 

material(s). 
• Document every copyrighted material that you use on any digital platform. 
• Do not monetize (allow YouTube to place advertisements) any digital uploads. 

Copyright Considerations for Music 
  
Common Praise (1998) is the most widely used hymn book within The Anglican Church of 
Canada. It includes hymns that are in the common domain (no copyright controls exist) as well 
as a number of hymns whose copyrights are held by individuals and by publishing companies.  
 
The General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada does not hold the copyrights for the 
hymns contained within Common Praise.  
 
An index of copyright holders can be found on page 896 of Common Praise. You are responsible 
for obtaining permissions for both reproduction and for performance. These are easier to 
obtain for non-commercial purposes. Therefore, if you plan to include music in the context of 
performance or worship in a video upload or livestream, do not monetize any digital uploads by 
allowing the placement of advertisements.  
  
 
 


